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Driving in Australia

Speed Limits and laws

Australians drive on the left-hand side of the road and speed and distance is measured
in Kilometres

It is compulsory in Australia to wear seatbelts.

A 50km/h speed limit exists in most urban areas in all states and territories, though
signs will advise where this is different. Quite often there will be a 40km/h limit outside
schools.

In Victoria, Tasmania, New South Wales, Queensland and South Australia, the default
speed limit for country areas is 100km/h, however some major highways in the
northern territory have a limit of 130km/h.

Driving Conditions

Most Australians live on the coast . Roads within and between the cities and towns
are generally reliable and in good condition, as are the main highways that join the
state and territory capital cities.

Although highways between major cities are well-maintained, motorists may travel for
hundreds of kilometres between towns or road houses, with no opportunities to re-fuel,
purchase refreshments, or use toilets.

In remote, large and less populated areas in the middle of Australia road conditions
can be difficult. Permits may also be required to travel through certain remote
locations.

Some motorways, bridges, and tunnels in major cities require payment of tolls of up
to AU$8. In some cases, a cash payment can be made at tollbooths on the road, but
there is an ongoing trend to automating toll collection with the use of radio
transponders installed in vehicles.

Obtaining a drivers license in Australia

Australian driver licences are administered at state/territory level, and regulations vary
as a result.
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How do | get an Australian drivers licence?

You will normally need to obtain a state licence within 3 months of taking up
residence in the state.

You may need to do a practical test unless:
e you have a New Zealand licence; or

you hold a current overseas licence and have previously held an
Australian licence - the exact regulations in this area can be complex
and vary from state to state

You hold a current licence issued by an overseas country - including
most of the European Union nations, Canada, the USA and Japan -
whose licensing system is recognised as similar to Australia's.

In Australia you are required to carry your driving licence with you at all

times.

For more information about applying for your Australian drivers license please
visit:

http://www.immi.gov.au/living-in-australia/settle-in-australia/to-do-first/apply-drivers.htm
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